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1., Lt. Col. Slavin racently returned fron lloncow to Barlin, He le seid to have
~ivon instructions® to the SED wress to emphasize the slomen “ilormalization
of thz 1ife of Berlin" and to urge the restoration of the city's mnity, vhile
avoidinn any visorous attack on the adninistration of the westera ssctors.

At the sams time ho assured the party jourpaliszts that ther could count on
the continuence of opposition by the French fish Cormisgsioner Frangois-Poncet
to the inclusion of Berlin in the Federsl Republic. On the contrary, accord-
inm to Slavin, tha economic difficulties of Berlin will increase so fast in
the comin~s months that collaboration with ths eastern zone will be weliecomed.

2. Slavin often sees Colonsl Ravoux, the former contral officer with the Kurier
in Berlin, who is now "press chief" under Frangoin-Poncet, Before the war,
vhen Ravoux was llgvas corresponient in Berlin and “lavin was also employed
there (whether by a newspaper or by the Soviet Embassy), the two ren were
acquainted; and they resumed thair associntion after the mar.
out that the B and ADU wmre extremely well inforned as to the French atti-~
tude throurhout the Berlin erisis, and susmssts that this is the result of
the frisndghip "etwusen Tlavin aad Pavoux. At a time when *t wms surnosed
that the tmops of the westorn nowers ri-ht be withdrawn from Berlin, Ravoux
negotiated with Slavin concernia~ the possibility of leavins a French nows
a~eney in Berlin and of contimuing the rublication of the Kurder.

25X1A + SN Corrent: Orders to the press were formerly i-sued by the Informa-
tion Directorate headed by General Tyulpanov. .
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